
A Message from the Zion Lutheran Council President :

August 2025

The Messenger

                              The departure of this long-time tenant leaves many questions and possibilities,
which has led to our Affordable Housing Project, repurposing our facilities to create housing for
those who are in need of an affordable place to live in our community. This is in keeping with our
mission of “creating community through God’s love and guidance”. The Real Estate Committee
has been formed to work with our consultants to reach out to developers, both large and small,
with a RFP (Request for Proposal). It is a slow process since in the past we had considered several
proposals which unfortunately did not work out. Please keep this committee in your prayers as we
continue the search for a project which that is feasible and meets our needs. As matters develop
and there is positive news to share, the congregation will be informed.

          Likewise, the Call Committee, co-chaired by Deb Reis and Trisha Kasten, continues their
search for a “Right Fit” pastor for Zion. Pastor Asher O’Callaghan has left his position as Assistant
to the Bishop for Transition. It will be filled by Pastor Nathan Gauerke. Pastor Gauerke had served
Zion for several years and hopefully will have a clear picture of our needs and will be helpful in
finding the right individual. Again, as things develop, the congregation will be informed.
Please keep Pastor Gauerke and the Call Committee in your prayers.

          Although we face a number of uncertainties, Zion remains a worshiping and active
congregation. We enjoyed fellowship at our annual picnic in June, used our Christmas in July
celebration to leave gifts, both monetary and non-perishable foot items under the Christmas tree
and look ahead to September with “God’s Work, Our Hands”. Our blessing box, faithfully filled by
Tommy Meltz, is used daily and your donations go far in Jesus’s commission to “Feed my sheep”. 
   

 We also continue to serve meals to the Habitat for Humanity volunteers which is much
appreciated by those who generously give their time for make homes affordable to families.
Our meaningful worship is conducted with the involvement of two wonderful pastors, Karen
Jewell and Jan LaVake, when Vicar Jake cannot be with us. We have enjoyed varied types of music
over the summer, thanks to our Music Coordinator, Heather Watney. What we have not heard is
the beauty of our bells. The reason for this is the bells have been sent for cleaning and
refurbishing, something long overdue, thanks to the efforts of Paula Staedt and the Worship and
Music Committee. This is an expensive process, costing over $5,000.00. Anyone who wishes to
donate to this endeavor can contact the church office or mark an envelope. We look forward to
hearing those lovely tones again in the near future.

As we look to a future that looks uncertain, searching for answers and praying for guidance,
please remember “LET YOUR FAITH BUT GREATER THAN YOUR FEAR!” -Sue Bunkert

August – the month when kids fear walking into a store and seeing those dreaded
words – “BACK TO SCHOOL SALE”. No more carefree days soaking up the sun or

splashing in the pool. However, for the first time in thirteen years Zion’s halls will be
silent; no more childish energy or laughter. The Appleton Bilingual School is gone.



Zion Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes
June 16, 2025 Meeting began at 6:30pm

Opening Devotion: Amanda Kuba
Present: Sue Bunkert, Molly Kuba, Ray Pittman, Tom Meltz, Kandie Wilz, Amanda Kuba, 

Linda Van Bommel, Vicar Jake
Guest: Liaison Barb Dunlap for Zion Mutual Homes and Council, Grace Van Eyck

Absent: Kyle Moseng
 

Opening Devotion led by Amanda Kuba

Approval of Agenda: motion made and approved

Approval of Minutes: motion made and approved

Vicar Jake’s Report: handout was given. Vicar Jake reported that himself along with Diana Staedt
and Tricia Staedt attended the Synod Assembly; 275 people attended the synod assembly. Vicar
Jake met with Pastors Karen and Jan for the summer/fall Sunday schedule. Vicar Jake met with
people from St Joes for the parish overflow emergency shelter program. Motion was made and
approved for continued discussions on the shelter. Vicar Jake requested for Zion to make a
contribution to Pillars. $500 was suggested and a motion was made and approved for $500.

Committee Reports:
Finance - Grace gave an oral financial report. A financial report for May was handed out and
discussed. 
Personnel - Wendy Sachs is our new Finance Manager as of July 1, 2025. Grace is the backup.
Zion Mutual Homes - handout was given. Barb Dunlap gave an oral report. The meeting is
tomorrow June 17.

Old Business:
 Affordable Housing - Appraisal of the building will be $3,000. Bonnie is working on RFP (Request
For Proposal). The next meeting is June 25th. A half sheet bulletin insert will be in the bulletin in
July letting the congregation know what is going on. Document has been created for everyone's
duties. The estimate about the gym roof is $307 to patch the cracks. The Council approved adding
the $500.00 fee to the appraisal for the empty lot behind ZMH. 

New Business:
Zion received a thank you card from Joshua Hoesli for his scholarship. ABS presented Zion with a
plaque; it is on display in the back of the sanctuary. 

Next Meeting: Monday, July 21, 2025 at 6:30pm
Devotion will be led by Ray Pittmann

Motion to dismiss at 8:20pm.
Closed meeting with The Lord’s Prayer

Submitted by Amanda Kuba



The Vicar’s Views

How is your prayer life?
How we pray, or even whether we pray, says a lot about our relationship with God.
So, when one of the disciples in Luke 11: 1-13 says to Jesus, “Teach us to pray,” we can be
pretty sure he is asking for more than simply words or techniques. There is a desire deep
within him. He has seen Jesus praying. Perhaps he saw Mary sitting at the feet of Jesus,
listening as we heard in last week’s gospel. The disciple wants a relationship with Jesus
like Mary did and what Jesus has with God the Father. That relationship is not about
words or techniques.

Most of us were taught as a child to see prayer as a wish list given to God. This to-do list
kind of prayer leaves us seeking something from God rather than seeking God. It seems
that giving God our “to do list” of requests is the usual way that most people pray. I invite
you to pray by giving up the to do list and just be with God.

Jesus is not simply teaching us new words or techniques, and certainly not another to-do
list for God. He is, rather, giving us a new direction for our lives. He is calling us to a
deeper prayer. It is a place of being with God rather than taking from God. It is a place
where God himself is the answer to every prayer. This way of praying is less about the
words we say.

So, our relationship with God and our relationship with neighbors, friends, family, and our
enemies, mirrors each other. Prayer requires a relationship. That relationship means that
our life, comes from God. Prayer reminds us that we are “not self-sufficient” but
dependent on God.

Finally, perhaps the greatest difficulty with prayer is that sometimes we just want God to
change our circumstances. While God sometimes does change circumstances, I am
convinced that God, more often than not, changes us.

Let us pray, in the last days of this summer, may you enjoy time to relax and revel in God’s
creation and just be with God. May you experience the love and support that comes from
a closer relationship with God. In the name of Jesus, Amen.

God Bless you,
Vicar Jake





Cycling Without Age
Join our tenants this summer for trishaw rides. Trishaws provide a slow ride, piloted by a certified volunteer that

allows older adults an opportunity to spend time outdoors. “Make the Ride Happen” will offer trishaw rides to our
tenants, families and friends on Tuesday, August 19 from 1:30 - 3:30.

Ask Our Neighborhood Pharmacist
We invite you to join us on Thursday, August 14th at 1 PM for an educational

session with our special guest, Pharmacist Tyler Wallenfang from
Hometown Pharmacy. This is a great opportunity for you to gain insights on
why it is important to use a single pharmacy for your medications. Tyler will
also share essential information on medication disposal, interactions, and

packaging. Join us as we learn to take steps toward enhancing our quality of
life and well-being!

425 N Linwood Ave
Appleton, WI 54914

920-734-7225

Mary Beth Nienhaus Activity Center
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education,
and wellness
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On the 3rd Thursday of each month there is a
lunch social. We meet at 11:30 and go to a

different restaurant each month. There is a
signup sheet in the narthex each month that
lets you know where the lunch social will be.
Please consider joining us for a fun & friendly

time had by all. 



Week 1 Recap (July 15-17)
5-11 kids came daily

1 visit to Zion's game room when it rained
a few games of drip, drip, drop to cool off from the heat-lots of fun had

Week 2 Update (July 22-24)
Just as we will be going to Zion in the case of rain, I've decided that we will also go to Zion in the case of high

heat. If you come to drop off or pick up your child at Columbus and you do not see us there, we are at Zion
If your kiddo has friends that still want to join, please have them reach out to me

Zion/Columbus Playground Program
Logistics:

Starts Tuesday, July 15th
Ends Thursday, August 21

Days/Hours - T/W/Th 1-4pm
Location - Columbus playground

What to bring - kids should come with a full
water bottle

In case of rain or high heat, we will move to
Zion's gym - kids can come and go through
the double doors of Zion on Winnebago St.
(Zion is across the street from Columbus)

Sign In & Sign Out - although this program is
flexible and kids can come and go as they

please, they will be asked to sign in and sign
out each time they arrive and leave

Expectations - Be kind, be respectful, be
responsible *more on this below

My contact info - I'm assuming (and hoping
for play-sake!) that kids won't have phones

so if you need to get in touch with your
child or relay something to me, text me at

918-625-5895
-Brianne Connelly

Gaga Ball!Drip, drip, droppin'



Thank you to all donors-we could not keep our doors open without you!
Darlene Roehl given in memory of her daughter for Sunday School Needs.

Kandie Wilz for fellowship and gym roof repair.
Arne and Barb Carlson, Linda Wirtz for bell/chime restoration.

 Thank you to our numerous volunteers who assist with building and grounds
maintenance, fellowship, worship, outreach, and office work!   

Raise Right Fundraising
Raise Right. What is that? It is a program where gift cards are sold & the group selling them gets to keep

some of the money collected for the gift cards. There is a long list of gift cards to choose from. Depending
on which gift card you choose determines how much we get for selling the gift cards. Please keep this in

mind when you are doing any of your projects, a special occasion or just your normal grocery and/or other
shopping. An order is usually placed about every month and if you order something you usually get the gift
card within 1 week. Lynn Walter is in charge of this program, so if you have any questions please talk to her.
She also has a limited amount of gift cards available for sale each week so you can have them right away. 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES AT ZION

Custodian - Zion Place is seeking an individual to provide ongoing custodial services for 10-15 hours
per week. If you have a high school diploma or equivalent, take pride in attention to detail and the

presentation of a clean and welcoming atmosphere, we would love to talk to you. Please call the
Zion's office at 920-739-3104 or email: zion@zionappleton.org.

Apartment Manager - Zion Place is seeking an individual to manage its facility. If you have prior
building management/maintenance experience, take pride in offering a safe and welcoming

community for individuals age 55 and older to live independently, we would love to talk to you.
Please call Zion's office at 920-739-3104 or email: zion@zionappleton.org.

Week 2 Recap (July 22-24)
5-7 kids coming daily

daily visits to Zion's game room and gym - future pool and ping pong stars in our midst; games of wet sponge
"500" to keep cool from the heat

Week 3 Update (July 29-31)
Ms. Linda (Zion member who has come to hang out with us a couple times) will be bringing water balloons

this Wednesday. Quin's 8th birthday is this Wednesday so cupcakes (from a nut-free processing facility) will
be brought to share. New equipment this week: Kickball and bases



Zion's handbells and chimes are currently in the hands of Malmark Bellcraftsmen
and being repaired to provide glorious music to the Lord for many years to come.
This repair will cost approximately $5000 plus shipping. Generous donations of
approximately $3600 have been received so far. If you would like to contribute
towards the bell and chime repair, please mark your donation for this purpose.

Thank you!

Donation Opportunity

Zion Serves Habitat for Humanity
Volunteers from Zion donated and served meals for Habitat for Humanity June 17  and July

12 , 29  and 30th. Thank you to all who volunteered to make these meals possible!

th

th th

Thank you to all who made donations for the blessing box
for “Christmas in July. Many food items and $255 in

monetary donations were received. Thank you to Tommy
Meltz for continuing to fill the blessing box for those in

need in our neighborhood. 

Christmas 
in July




